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2771 November 9, 1900 

Report from Havana. 

Havana, Cuba, October 28, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended October 27, 1900 : There has been a decided atmospheric change 
since my last report the temperature dropping on the approach of the 
norther which has been blowing during the past few days and there has 
also been considerable rain. 

The number of yellow fever deaths has decreased, 13 being reported 
during the week. 

The sanitary bulletin gives 93 cases under treatment, and is of interest 
on account of the various nationalities represented, 10 Americans, 1 
German, 1 English, 1 Irish, 2 Cubans, 1 French, 1 Italian, and the rest 
Spaniards. Up to the present time 274 new cases have been officially 
reported for October with 67 deaths. 

The illness and death of Capt. Fred M. Page from yellow fever on the 
25th has not tended to allay public concern over the situation. 

The quartermaster department is out of the city and all of its busi- 
ness is now being conducted from Castillo del Principe. The building 
in which it has been located, Palacio del Segundo Oabo, has been dis- 
infected and closed. 

Maj. W. C. Gorgas, U. S. A. chief sanitary officer, furnishes some 
interesting figures in regard to the prevalence of yellow fever in 
Havana this season, his conclusions being that notwithstanding the 
general distribution of the disease infecting localities not heretofore 
infected, and the large number of people attacked that an epidemic 
condition does not exist and that such a situation in Havana is impossi- 
ble. He states that from June 1 to October 19 there were 789 cases offi- 
cially recorded. That the official maps of the city show that there are 
857 square blocks in the city ; of this number 525 square blocks have 
had no cases at all, and 332 have had cases in the following ratio : One 
hundred and eighty-four square blocks with 1 case ; 69 square blocks 
with 2 cases ; 21 square blocks with 3 cases ; 22 square blocks with 4 
cases ; 8 square blocks with 5 cases ; 13 square blocks with 6 cases ; 4 
square blocks with 7 cases ; 3 square blocks with 8 cases ; 1 square 
block with 9 cases ; 2 square blocks with 10 cases ; 2 square blocks 
with 11 cases ; 1 square block with 13 cases ; 1 square block with 14 
cases ; 1 square block with 16 cases. 

He further states "that the acceptation of the term as it is generally 
understood in the United States and as applied to epidemics in our 
great cities, certainly shows no epidemic here at the present time." In 
a population of 242,000 we have averaged this month, which has been 
the largest, 10 new cases of yellow fever a day. 

"In September we had 72 deaths from consumption, 52 from yellow 
fever, and 43 from enteritis; that is, we had one-third more deaths 
from consumption than from yellow fever. Yellow fever should no 
more be considered epidemic, I think, at the present time than consump i 
tion or enteritis." 

While the number of deaths in September from tuberculosis and en- 
teritis are correctly based upon the total population of 242,000 it must 
be remembered that of this population 212,000 at least are immune. 
Tuberculosis and enteritis affect all classes, none are immune to these 
diseases. 

Surg. H. E. Carter, in his letter dated October 8, 1900, in the Pub- 
lic Health Eepoets, explaining the mortality statistics from yellow 
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fever in Havana, shows very clearly and correctly that a wrong deduc- 
tion is obtained from such an hypothesis : 

"In comparing the yellow fever mortality of Havana for the same 
period of different years, for the purpose of determining the changes 
in the prevalence of that disease, it, to the writer, seems essential to 
take only the mortality of the same class of people, unless the mor- 
tality of different classes run parallel Specially does this seem neces- 
sary if any considerable change has taken place in the condition (affect- 
ing the mortality) of one class which is not general to all." 

In considering the present situation the statistics should be based 
upon the nonimmune population consisting of from 15,000 to 30,000 
persons, including native born infants. This makes a correct and 
entirely different showing in relation to the question of epidemicity. 

As a matter of fact, yellow fever is not limited to any one portion of 
the city and the too early influx of tourists and other nonimmune travel 
should not be encouraged. 

Asst. Surg. T. D. Berry completed a ship-to-ship inspection of all 
vessels in the harbor on the 23d instant ; 90 vessels were boarded and 
inspected. Only 3 cases of sickness are reported, none yellow fever. 

I inclose the mortality report for the week. 

Eespectfully, A. H. Glennan 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S., 
Chief Quarantine Officer for the Island of Cuba. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

[Inelosure.] 
Report for week ended October S7, 1900. 

PASSENGER DEPARTMENT. 



rs inspected 114 

Passengers vaccinated 8 

Immune certificates issued 42 



Applications for immune certificates 
rejected 18 



SHORE DISINFECTING PLANT. 



Pieces of baggage disinfected..... 109 

Express matter disinfected 29 

Freight disinfected 32 

Mail matter disinfected 12 

i inspected and passed 71 



Express matter inspected and passed"* "18 

Freight inspected and passed 1,062 

Baggage labeled " To be disinfected ' ' 5 



Total amount handled 1,338 

DISINFECTING STEAMER SANATOR. 

Vessels disinfected 4 I Pieces of baggage disinfected 27 

Viveros disinfected 13 | ' 

OUT-DOOR DEPARTMENT. 

Vessels inspected and entered 24 I Immigrants inspected 40 

Vessels inspected and cleared 16 I 

Mortality report for the week ended October S7, 1900. 



Enteritis 11 

Tuberculosis 14 

Pneumonia 4 

Yellow fever 13 



Enteric fever 3 

Pernicious fever 2 

Bilious fever 1 

Malarial fever 3 



Whooping cough 1 Total deaths from all causes 115 



